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1,104 feet long, 46,800 tongs
tied up at a dock in German¥’s
harbor. It is the Al-Malik fand:Al-Awdl,

the world’s * largB8tumanket] cAristotle

Socrates Onaskls pedt an estianated '§0
riillion- to build The huge ships-Ffe named

it afterthe King-of Sandi-Arabia in the

hope that it would become the flagship

of a fleet carrying Saudi oil for Opggsis
. under the now-famous contract the

Greek ship; pwner riqgogxﬁgggf Jagy.year.

The contract conta quses that

world. There IS now- httlg exﬁectatlon

~ that it will ever be carred outs! zajstc
But - last: week “the.Al Malikl at
last ‘fourid: - eqmployment:* Ther Sddtmy-
“xVheuum Oil.Co., one of the fullr Aapri-
~gan  firms owning Aramco, ‘madewa
surprise announcement in New York-tBat

porté that 1e

it had chartered the ship. Even more
surprising, the Al-Malik will sail under

. .the Saudi flag. It will pick up its Hrst

> 1

sulf loatiy;g‘grgﬁmﬁ and tyapsport it to

However, the Al-Malik, ,tygp;nbe ready
Jt_p s"ul for,a month, . . . cud g

_— t,h@.surface the charter mtéht have

Yeen intgrpreted as a victory for Onassis
%la time; when his fortunes yere waning.
ose fg;mhar with . the, ackground,
“howeveg,, felt that it might’ @rn out the

ther, ; argund for these re §ons
q., lq-}-:g c,gqrter for,. the alik, as
;such,, hepefit Gnassis, The giant
_ship w Syhstituter gﬂ_ two. Onassis
tankers, - to Socony.
Thesg Joal g0, o 5 50 e
‘ %eCt“fgfx itted by its

arter to_cagry. A@ﬂ 00 of oil in

‘them. But shi pers doubt ‘
.Mahk can t t e Suez; ;

“mere. A m tons
allen through 0na551s

‘%ﬁa i
a ‘,ﬁ;SO mllhon more than

:,s,~ . 15 oHercd for char-
% o the s 1p market along

y severqI al er Vessels amid re-
i tﬁq'lﬂ of any of the oil or
\ipping companies to ‘charter it could be
e basis for antitrust @chpn. ’I]q ‘possi-
blhty pow apparently dlsappears
4——Stories have been c ]:@ted that
the oil companies wére boycotting the
Al-Malik. This Aramco Q ehemently
denied. Nonetheless, on& i858t of ‘these

for the sale of_his
E flegt.  The,_ deal }1 $

stories and of the contipmed idleness of
the Al-Malik was a sugg®sfion from®the
“Saudi Arabians that they might buy the
ship. However, the Saucfdg realized the
difficulties of operation ang welcomed a
countersuggestion of a chatter by one of
the big companies. It can bg. jnterpreted
as a sign that the oil compa%Ies have no
objection to the prinéiple” that ships
under the Saudi flag can carry, in con-
formity with regular trade plactlces
some of the oil prt) uced in Saudi?
bia. But Aramco Téthalhs convincéd™
Onassls contract could only produce a
1u1tless im s a‘dd dlvert Saudi Arabia
from ifs ¥ith !Iﬁvﬂlg g:f orid.
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